
Tour of Tudor and Stuart Shrewsbury

By the time you have finished your tour of Shrewsbury you should
have your own answers to these questions:

a) How was Tudor Shrewsbury similar to the town today?
b) How was it different?

You will need to look at i) buildings and ii) people when answering
these questions.

Shrewsbury Castle

Here is a bird’s eye view of the town of Shrewsbury.
The town is within a loop in the river.

If you had been Roger De Montgomery, the Norman Lord who built the Castle,
where would you have placed your Castle?

·  Mark on the picture where you think a castle would be best placed.
·  Why would you place it there?

Can you think of 3 reasons why a King or a nobleman would want a Castle?

1
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Now go up the Norman motte (or hill) to where the original keep (tower) was.
Look at the view and compare it with your section of the 1630 map.

If you wanted to control the town and countryside around how would putting
the castle here help?

How can you tell that the castle was no longer in use in 1630?

Council House Courtyard

This was the headquarters of the Council of the Marches which ruled
Shropshire and Wales in 15th, 16th and 17th Centuries.

Can you find a date which tells you when the Gatehouse was built?



Shrewsbury School (now Library)

Here is a picture of the entrance to the school, draw one of the figures on top
of the column and look carefully at their clothing.

Can you mark the following items on your drawing?

From looking at these statues
·  Do you think these children were rich or poor?
·  There are no statues of girls. Can you think why?
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Ruff – a frill worn around the neck. It was made of linen which had been starched.
Doublet- a jacket which fitted tightly and often had detachable sleeves.
Hose – a man’s leg coverings similar to tights but made of wool.
Trunk hose- short leggings puffed out with stuffing and worn at the top of hose
Hat/cap -every gentleman would have worn something on his head



Find one way the Tudors may have told the time?

Can you think of any other ways?

At school they learnt Classics; that is Latin and Greek.  We have found some
Latin numerals; can you find any Greek?

St Mary’s Churchyard

What does St Mary’s Church tell you about the people who built it?

In Tudor times most everyday clothes were made of wool.
What materials are your clothes made from? Are any made of wool?

The Drapers were a group of merchants who bought and sold cloth. They
were very rich and controlled the town.



Look around you. Compare what you see with the old map.

Can you find?

·  The Drapers’ Hall, a black and white building which is now a
restaurant

·  The Drapers’ Chapel – a little church alongside the main church.
·  The Drapers’ almshouses (map only) - little houses for the poor

alongside the main street.

Try and match what would happen in each of the places.

What does all this tell you about what the Drapers Guild thought of the poor?

·  care of the old and  poor
·  business meetings & parties
·  religious parades and

services
·  funerals, baptisms and

weddings of members of the
guild.

St Mary’s Church

The Almshouses

Drapers Chapel

Drapers Hall



The Square

Look at the map and see how the Square differs today from the Tudor period
Stand with your back to the Market Hall facing Clive’s statue.  Look at your
map. In Tudor times it all looked very different. Name two main differences.
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This is the Tudor Market Hall

·  Find a date for when the
market hall was built

·  Two men built it. They were
the bailiffs of Shrewsbury (a
bit like a Mayor).  What were
their names?

·  Can you find out what the
upstairs room was used for?

·  Go under the Market Hall.
Find out what happened here.



“ The ci t y i s at  pr ef ent  wel l  bui l t  and
popul ous,  car r i es on a consi der abl e t r ade
and i s gr own r i ch by t he i nduf t r y of  i t s
i nhabi t ant s by t he cl ot h manuf act ur e,  and
by t he t r ade wi t h t he Wel f t h.   For  hi t her
al mof t  al l  of  t he commodi t i es of  Wal es ar e
br ought  as t o one common mar ket ,  i t  bei ng
i nhabi t ed by bot h Wel f t h and Engl i f h” .

Where is this written? - Watch your feet!

 Look at the shape on which it is written. What does it represent?  For a clue
look again at the map!

Can you find a small square of holes in the stone under the Market Hall? Can
you make any suggestions as to what it might have been for?

Who is the figure above the front of the Market Hall and where did this statue
originally stand?



Mardol

In Tudor times this would have been one of the busiest roads in Shrewsbury.
Look at the map - Why do you think this was so busy?

Today it is a rather quiet street - what has changed?

As you go up the street see if you can spot
·  A real Tudor building

·  A modern building pretending to be Tudor.

Think of three things which helped you decide that the building was Tudor?
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Fish Street and Butcher Row

What do you think you would buy in these streets?

The Abbots House still has many original features. Can you find hooks for
hanging meat?

Old St Chad’s Churchyard

Look at the Tudor map and compare it to the scene today.

What are the differences?



What are the similarities?

Do any of these buildings remain today?

Rowley’s House area

There are two parts to the building here.
What are the differences in building materials?
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Look at the brick wall of Rowley’s Mansion, on the same side as the main
entrance to the building. Find and draw in three things which show that there
used to be other buildings here.



  Now look at the map to see what the area next to Rowley’s Mansion used to
look like.

Now you have finished the tour, mark on this line the point at which
you think Tudor Shrewsbury was different or similar to modern
Shrewsbury.

  SIMILAR                                                                                       DIFFERENT

Give reasons for why you have put your mark where you have.


