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Audio Transcript

Shoeing Horses

“You see periodically, the horses needed shoeing. The blacksmith used to make the shoes, he always kept the pattern of your horses’ hooves, and when you’d got a lazy day you’ve nothing on much you used to take one or two of the horses down to the blacksmith and he used to shoe ‘em and you used to bring ‘em back again."
“Now it depends a great deal dear on the horse’s feet and on the blacksmith. Oh once every two months I’d say roughly. About two months if they were road horses you know, like. Otherwise, you had to have the shoes removed, take them off and cut their hooves down and put the shoe back on again. But a great deal depended on the blacksmiths. At Acton Scott we did dear, because you see there was all that road walking, see horses on the road all the while you see like, and we always kept our horses shod, because they did the work you see, we thought it was nothing after we’d been harvesting at night about nine or ten o’clock and my father wanted extra cart horse at home, or two cart horses, to get on the bare back and ride them down the five mile other side of Ludlow.”
“It was quite a big job really, and of course if you didn’t have your horses shod, their hoofs wore away as you well know. They split, and then it wears them away but if you have them short it keeps them in nice shape. I used to take them because I used to work with the horses quite a lot, but you used to take them down and you would waste your time while they did it, you know, and often there were several horses there waiting to be shod ‘cause if the weather suited one it suited everybody didn’t it? So you used to take your horses when it was, when you were able to. Oh and the smell of the hoof burning in a blacksmith’s shop was unbelievable. He used to make the shoe, with a straight piece of iron, and get it, put it in the fire in his fire and blow it up until it was all a red glee, and then pull it out, and put it on the anvil. Have you ever listened to the tune of an anvil? It’s beautiful when the blacksmith makes the shoe. He used to bang bang bang on the iron and then knock it on the anvil and it used to rattle. Lovely.”
“I remember my first day in the forge, and the chap said: “here nail this on”, the Master Farrier, and I went to hit the nail and hit my thumb and jumped up and down, and he said: “you know, pick the foot up, do it properly, and tap in the nail gently” and he said: “hit it” and I hit the nail it went through the foot and into my finger that was holding the foot. So that was my first day in the forge. It was quite horrific. And the smell did put me off a little bit, it did make me a bit sick with your head right over the foot when you’re burning all the fumes come up and hit you in the face. But we’ve been shoeing this method of shoeing, nailing horse shoes on for about two-thousand years. The job hasn’t changed for two-thousand years.”
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